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 Welcome from Will & Jo 
 
 

As you can see above, we have been trying to keep our creativity flowing throughout 

lockdown no.3 with the great HEB bake off! Our only rule was that the bake had to have 

a connection to HEB or health economics, no matter how tenuous; cakes covered with 

“icering” and “NICE” biscuits showed the imaginative flair within the team. We discov-

ered lots of hidden artistic talents and are now well set to burn off the excess calories when spring arrives and lock-

down finally eases! 

In this issue, we bring exciting news of major funding for Nicky Welton and HEB colleagues Amanda Owen-Smith, Elsa 
Marques, Howard Thom, Rebecca Kandiyali and Will Hollingworth to set up a new NIHR Technology Assessment Review 
(TAR) team from Spring 2022  to support NICE committees in their decisions. In other funding news, Jo Thorn and HEB 
colleagues  Kirsty Garfield, Sam Husbands, Sian Noble and Will Hollingworth have secured NIHR funds to extend the 
ModRUM resource use questionnaire to cover informal and social care and patient costs. We also report on find-
ings  from economic evaluation in areas as diverse as smoking cessation, hip replacement and the COVID-19 lockdown. 

We hope you enjoy reading this issue and that we’ll all be free to meet up, in person, for real, soon! 

Will Hollingworth & Jo Coast, Co-Directors of HEB 
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HEB News — Research 

Short courses resume  

After a year’s hiatus, Bristol’s renowned short courses in research methods are back and online. This year’s 
short courses include ‘Introduction to Economic Evaluation’; ‘Economic Evaluation Modelling Using R’; and 
‘Essentials of Infectious Disease Modelling and Economic Evaluation’. We are working hard to create the mix of 
live and asynchronous learning interspersed with individual and group work, so that the ‘learning as a group’ 
experience is maintained and improved. Demand is particularly high this year, so please book early.  

hugh.mcleod@bristol.ac.uk 

Bristol technology assessment group to start in 2022 

To make the best use of limited resources in the NHS, it is important that the medicines and 
treatments represent good value for money. To achieve this, the National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence (NICE) issues guidance on whether new or existing health technologies are 
recommended as effective and cost-effective options for the NHS. 

  
From April 2022, Nicky Welton and Penny Whiting will lead a new NIHR-funded Technology Assessment Review 
Group (TAG) in Bristol. The Bristol TAG will support NICE committees by (i) critiquing manufacturers submis-
sions to NICE, and (ii) conducting systematic reviews, evidence syntheses and cost-effectiveness modelling to 
inform the NICE health technology assessment and diagnostics assessment programmes. The Bristol TAG brings 
together a multi-disciplinary team with extensive experience of delivering systematic reviews, evidence synthe-
sis and cost-effectiveness modelling.  

nicky.welton@bristol.ac.uk 

 

Jo Thorn and colleagues have received funding from the NIHR Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB) 
programme to develop social care, informal care and patient personal expenditure questionnaire 
modules to be implemented alongside a recently developed healthcare resource-use question-
naire (ModRUM). ModRUM is a brief questionnaire designed to measure healthcare use (such as 
GP appointments) alongside a clinical trial. 

 
In this project, we aim to extend the healthcare questionnaire by developing three further modules. The first 
will ask patients about social care they have used (e.g. home help). The second will cover informal care, such as 
help from a partner or friend. The final module will ask about costs that patients have paid themselves. If you 
would like to use the healthcare module in a study, please get in touch. 

Work begins to extend a concise standardised self-reported resource-use measure 

joanna.thorn@bristol.ac.uk 

NIHR ARC West research prioritisation process  

One of our major collaborative links, NIHR ARC west, has been working with public contributors, 
senior colleagues from across the health and care system, and academics to determine its stake-
holders’ research priorities for the next three years.  
 
HEB members have contributed to the Research Oversight Groups which have identified a range 

of projects to which we will be contributing, including frailty and end of life services, social prescribing, adverse 

childhood experiences, fragmentation of mental health care pathways, and population health management. 

These groups are now developing work plans for these projects, and we are looking forward to working on this 

exciting research agenda.   
@ARC_West hugh.mcleod@bristol.ac.uk 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/medical-school/study/short-courses/
mailto:nicky.welton@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:joanna.thorn@bristol.ac.uk
https://arc-w.nihr.ac.uk/
mailto:hugh.mcleod@bristol.ac.uk
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HEB Publications 

A cost-effectiveness analysis of smoking cessation interventions in the UK accounting for major neu-
ro-psychiatric adverse events   

 

The aim of this analysis was to compare the cost-effectiveness of smoking cessation aids in the 

UK. The analysis adapted and updated a previous Markov cohort model to incorporate health 

outcomes and costs due to major neuropsychiatric adverse events associated with smoking 

cessation aids, alongside other major health events. The results showed that low-dose e-

cigarette appeared to be the most cost-effective intervention in the base case followed by a 

combination of varenicline standard-dose plus bupropion standard-dose. The value of information analysis 

suggested researchers should continue to investigate the long-term effectiveness and safety outcomes of e-

cigarettes in studies with active comparators.   

edna.keeney@bristol.ac.uk 

What are the inpatient and day case costs following primary total hip replacement of patients treat-
ed for prosthetic joint infection  

 
Following total hip replacement surgery, a small percentage of patients develop a prosthetic 

joint infection (PJI). This is a serious complication that negatively impacts patients’ lives. The aim 

of this study was to estimate the economic burden of PJI. Using data from the National Joint 

Registry and the Hospital Episode Statistics, we performed a matched cohort study to estimate 

the average cost of hospital admissions in the 5 years following primary hip replacement. We 

found that patients who received revision surgery for PJI cost on average £33,452 more than patients not re-

vised for PJI (approximately £42,000 versus £8,000). 

kirsty.garfield@bristol.ac.uk 

COVID lockdown  
 

Howard Thom, funded by the Elizabeth Blackwell Institute and working with Dr Josephine Walk-

er, Professor Will Hollingworth, and Professor Peter Vickerman, compared the healthcare costs 

and benefits of the UK’s covid-19 response to those of Germany, Ireland, Spain, and Sweden. 

They compared economic losses to health-related net benefits of preventing covid-19 cases, 

hospitalisations, and deaths over the first wave of the pandemic. They found that the UK saved 

health-related net benefits comparable to the economic losses, but that these benefits were lower than those 

of Germany, Spain, and Sweden. Their paper has been accepted by the European Journal of Public Health and 

Howard wrote for The Conversation on the challenges of covid-19 cost-benefit analyses.  
howard.thom@bristol.ac.uk 

“It is not a scientific number it is just a feeling”: Populating a multi‐dimensional end‐of‐life decision 
framework using deliberative methods 

 
A deliberative approach was used to explore two issues around weighting outcomes at the end-of

-life for economic evaluation. The first considered relative weights for those at end-of-life com-

pared with close persons. Members of the public and policy makers were found to have similar 

mean weightings at around 70% for the person at end-of-life and 30% for close persons. The sec-

ond explored relative weights for health gain and the capability for a good death with policy mak-

ers. Policy makers appeared to use a ‘sliding scale’ for weights, reducing the weight given to health gain as end

-of-life approached.  
jo.coast@bristol.ac.uk 

https://research-information.bris.ac.uk/en/publications/a-cost-effectiveness-analysis-of-smoking-cessation-interventions-
https://research-information.bris.ac.uk/en/publications/a-cost-effectiveness-analysis-of-smoking-cessation-interventions-
mailto:edna.keeney@bristol.ac.uk
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-020-01803-7
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-020-01803-7
mailto:kirsty.garfield@bristol.ac.uk
https://theconversation.com/lockdown-critics-are-sure-the-costs-outweigh-the-health-benefits-heres-why-theyre-wrong-153333
mailto:howard.thom@bristol.ac.uk
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hec.4239
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hec.4239
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heb-twitter@bristol.ac.uk  
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HEB team member on secondment  

During October 2020 to April 2021, Paul 

Mitchell was seconded to the Centre for 

Thriving Places (CTP), a Bristol-based charity 

who work with decision makers at local au-

thorities and organisations to help deliver a wellbeing 

economy.  

During his secondment, Paul has been working closely with 

the CTP team to learn about their approach to policy en-

gagement. He has also provided research support on a 

number of CTP projects, including the development of a 

rural wellbeing framework for evaluation purposes for the 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Paul 

was awarded a Wellcome Secondment Fellowship in 2020 

to fund this placement.  

New book out with a chapter from HEB author  
 

“The cost-effectiveness of what in health and care” is a 
chapter by Paul Mitchell that features in a new interdisci-
plinary book titled “Defining the Value of Medical of Medi-
cal Interventions: Normative and Empirical Challenges”.  

Congratulations Alex! 

Many congratulations to Alex Chrysos who 

successfully defended his PhD thesis at his viva 

in December. Alex’s thesis explores the chal-

lenges of conducting early economic evalua-

tion in the context of a novel diagnostic for endocrine dis-

orders. Alex has now embarked on his post-doctoral ca-

reer; we look forward to seeing him back in Bristol for 

graduation!  

Farewell to Shaun  

In December, Shaun Harris left HEB to take up 
a post at the Swansea Centre for Health Eco-
nomics. Shaun led the economic analysis on 
the MAGENTA trial in young people with 

chronic fatigue and the INFORM study in patients with pros-
thetic hip infection. We wish Shaun well in his new role.  

HEB seminars 
 

We would like to thank Helen Hayes from the University of 
Manchester, Ana Moura from Tilburg University, David 
Glynn from the University of York and Geoff Underwood, 
Louise Tranmer, Laura Tully and James Rooney from the 
South Central & West NHS Commissioning Support Unit, 
who have made our HEB seminar series particularly enjoya-
ble over the past few months.  
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